
Dear Suicidology Community: 

We are excited to release the Call for Papers for the 53rd Annual Conference of the American Association 
of Suicidology (AAS). The conference will be held in Portland, Oregon from April 22nd through the 25th, 
2020, with preconference workshops on April 22nd. The theme of the 2020 conference is Crossroads: 
Preventing Suicide and Building Lives Worth Living.

Suicide prevention is at a crossroads. Despite record levels of public awareness, grassroots efforts, 
funding, research, and implementation of the 2012 National Strategy for Suicide Prevention, suicide 
rates continue to rise and suicidal despair continues to impact our loved ones, our communities, and 
ourselves. We need to reconsider how we are doing suicide prevention. One way to enhance the reach and 
effectiveness of the goals and objectives of the National Strategy is to view the suicide prevention field 
through a health equity lens, address the issues associated with social determinants of health, and expand 
our collective voice and actions to honor, affirm, and amplify those who have been minimalized or ignored 
in this space. 

We have an opportunity to be open to new ideas and new approaches and engage with unfamiliar scientific 
and non-scientific fields that can examine and highlight suicide in ways we never would have imagined.  
In order to move forward in a way that is inclusive and centers diverse experiences, it is necessary to 
explore some of the tensions underlying our field. Disparities exist in suicide prevention, not just in rates 
of suicidal thoughts and behaviors, but in leadership, representation, research, funding, and in the data 
we prioritize. In order to prioritize equity, we must intentionally re-dedicate ourselves to doing this work 
equitably, including how we think about our work and in how we implement our practices.  

In the 2020 AAS Conference, we will sharpen our focus and highlight new voices. Specifically, we will 
honor those transformed and impacted by suicide, present innovative research and intervention practices, 
and integrate social trends to chart new, cohesive, and efficient paths to reduce suicide and to create 
lives worth living. This is our opportunity to make lasting changes to our field, and we look forward to you 
joining us.

Submissions will be accepted for individual paper presentations, poster presentations, and panel 
discussions/workshops. Proposals should include designations to a primary track and one or more 
subcategories for which it is best suited. Submissions will be judged based on the following criteria:
1. Appropriateness to conference theme / Originality
2. Importance / Usefulness & practicality
3. Ability to inspire action
4. Engagement Plan - What will the audience be doing?
5. Equity Statement

The deadline for submissions is October 31st at 11:59 pm PST. No late submissions will be accepted. 
Please review the submission requirements closely, as all proposals must follow the enclosed guidelines 
and must be submitted online in order to receive full consideration. Proposals that do not follow the 
enclosed guidelines may result in non-acceptance.

New this year: each submission needs to include an Equity Statement. 

What is an equity statement? Equity means access to resources and opportunities we need to succeed. 
It is different from equality, which suggests sameness. The equity statement should respond to at least 
two of the following questions: 1) How does this research/project consider or address inequities? 2) Who 
or which groups could be negatively impacted by this research/project? 3) What are potential unintended 
consequences of this research/project?

Please feel free to contact us or the AAS Central Office with any questions regarding this Call for
Papers. We look forward to receiving your submissions and to seeing you in Portland! 

Regards,

Lena Heilmann, PhD, MNM   Brandon Johnson, MHS  Jonathan Singer, PhD, LCSW
2020 Program Chair    Special Liaison   AAS President
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 SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

 BEFORE YOU BEGIN YOUR ONLINE SUBMISSION

There are a number of requirements for presentation submissions at the AAS conference. The submissions must be made 
online using the official AAS Call for Papers portal, located on the AAS website at www.suicidology.org. Each submission 
must be linked to a primary track which include: priority population, specific topic of interest, health systems/clinical 
model, suicide prevention workforce, lived experience, education, geographical regions, equity, advocacy/legislation, and 
technology. New for 2020, we are encouraging submissions for projects still in the works, with presentation time devoted 
to seeking feedback and direction from attendees. 

Submissions must be completed by a presenter. Presenters are limited to two submissions on which they are the first 
author, must be registered for the conference, and must provide sufficient detail to support requested presentation 
formats (see page 4).

The call for papers receives many more submissions than the program committee can accept; as such, we encourage 
applicants to provide as thorough a submission as possible given the increasing competitiveness of this process.

The deadline for submissions to be entered online is October 31, 2019; 11:59pm, Pacific Time. Access to the online 
submission system ends November 1, 2019 at 12:01am. Late submissions WILL NOT be accepted. All submissions must 
go through the online abstract submission process located at www.suicidology.org.

NOTE: You are highly encouraged to complete your submission in advance of the October 31 deadline, as excessive 
traffic may cause delays on the server!

Please carefully review the instructions and forms included in the following material. Advance preparation will ensure a 
speedy and accurate completion of your submission online.

1. Read through this entire document carefully.
2. Specific instructions are on pages 5 through 7.
3. Decide the Program Category to which you will submit. Choose from:

• 53rd Annual Conference Concurrent
• One-Day Crisis Continuum Conference
• Healing After Suicide Loss Conference
• AAS Preconference

4. Decide the presentation format for your submission (see next page).
5. Gather and prepare all information PRIOR to logging onto the online system. You will be able to either type the 

content into fields directly online, or cut and paste from Word or other popular word processing software.
6. You may start and save your submission and return to it later.

 READ THIS FIRST!
• AAS is using a new abstract management system to integrate with the new AAS database. 
• In order to submit an abstract or be included as a co-author ALL presenters and co-authors/co-presenters must have 

a profile, including a bio, set up in the AAS database. 
• You are encouraged to attend to this requirement as soon as possible. It is the responsibility of each author and co-

author to create a profile and bio.
• Those with existing profiles will need to add a bio in their profile even if they have previously uploaded a bio or CV.
• DO NOT submit your abstract until all co-authors have been added, as you will not be able to add them afterwards.
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SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Each presentation format has different requirements for the abstract and description, outlined below.

1. Conference workshop abstracts should include:
• Summary of key skills, knowledge, and content to be covered
• Description of training materials to be used, if applicable (in as much detail as possible)
• An explicit statement of the role of each presenter 

Note: Learning Objectives - two to three required within Learning Objectives Tab
2. Paper and poster abstracts should include:

• Research aims
• Methods
• Results
• Conclusions
• What the work adds to knowledge on the topic 

Note: Learning Objective - one required within Learning Objectives Tab
3. Panel abstracts should include:

• Clear description of the central issue(s) to be addressed to be included in the abstract
• List of presenters and affiliations (no fewer than 3 and no more than 4)
• Summary of the perspective taken by each panel presenter to be included in the abstract
• What the work adds to knowledge on the topic 

Note: Learning Objectives - two to three required within Learning Objectives Tab

53RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE CONCURRENT
Submissions for the AAS Annual Conference Concurrent Sessions may be submitted as a paper, panel, workshop, 
or poster. Panels and workshops will be scheduled in 60-minute slots and multiple papers will be grouped by topic. 
Concurrent sessions will be held April 23-25, including Saturday.
Special Instructions: Be sure to select “53rd Annual Conference Concurrent” as the category when you create your sub-
mission.

AAS PRECONFERENCE WORKSHOPS
Preconference workshops are scheduled for Wednesday, April 22, 2020 as half (8:30am to noon; 1:00pm to 4:30pm) or 
full-day sessions (8:30am to 4:30pm). Submissions should focus on what attendees will learn, take away, and implement 
afterwards. AAS Executive Director Colleen Creighton is the Preconference Program Chair, and will make all program 
decisions for the preconference. Questions about presenting a preconference workshop should be directed to Colleen at 
ccreighton@suicidology.org.
Special Instructions: Be sure to select “AAS Preconference Workshop” as the category when you create your submission.

ONE-DAY CRISIS CONTINUUM CONFERENCE SESSIONS
Submissions are being accepted for a brand-new One-Day Crisis Continuum Conference scheduled for Wednesday, April 
22, 2020, and chaired by Crisis Services Division Chair, Becky Stoll, LCSW. Workshops and panels on cutting edge issues, 
challenges, opportunities, and programs of interest to crisis services are welcome. Questions about submissions should 
be directed to Becky at becky.stoll@centerstone.org.
Special Instructions: Be sure to select “Crisis Continuum Conference” as the category when you create your submission.

HEALING AFTER SUICIDE LOSS CONFERENCE SESSIONS
Submissions for Healing After Suicide Loss Conference are by invitation and submission through the Call for Papers On-
line Portal. Workshops are scheduled ONLY for Saturday, April 25, 2020. We are looking for submissions geared towards 
newly and extended bereaved loss survivors. Please contact Vanessa McGann AAS Loss Division Chair at vlmcgann@
gmail.com or 212-645-2533.
Special Instructions: Be sure to select “Healing After Suicide Loss Conference Session” as the category when you create 
your submission.

PROGRAM CATEGORIES
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 PRESENTATION FORMATS
There are four presentation formats: 

1. Workshop
Workshops have a practice focus and often describe innovative or best practices or programs in communities, schools, 
healthcare provider settings, or other settings representing various demographics impacted by suicide. Workshops must 
include evaluation findings and may include underlying theory or research, case studies, and lessons learned. Given 
the scientific nature of this conference, it is paramount that workshop submissions are grounded in empirical findings 
or be presented clearly as projects in progress, which will invite peer-to-peer learning. Workshops are instructional 
and interactive, with time for questions and discussion. Workshops will be scheduled for 60 minutes. Time and space 
constraints limit the number of workshops we can accept. The program committee may assign workshop proposals to 
other presentation formats based on content and topic. Paper and poster presentations carry the same status and value 
at the AAS conference.

2. Paper Presentation
Papers report on original research based on the methodical collection and analysis of data, the application or testing of 
theory, or a review and synthesis of research. Papers that present new and innovative findings, directly or conceptually 
replicate past findings, and/or include implications for practice are encouraged. Accepted paper submissions will be 
scheduled as oral presentations, and will be co-scheduled with two other paper presentations focused on a related 
topic. Each paper will be allotted 20 minutes in total, including set-up, presentation, and questions. We encourage all 
authors to prepare a presentation likely to last no more than 15 minutes, thereby allowing for the timing of logistics 
(e.g., transitioning from one presentation to the next) and providing an opportunity for audience questions. The program 
committee reserves the right to assign a submitted paper as a poster presentation based on content and topic. Paper and 
poster presentations carry the same status and value at the AAS conference. 

3. Poster Presentation
Posters report on original research based on the methodical collection and analysis of data, the application or testing of 
theory, or a review and synthesis of research. Posters that present new and innovative findings, directly or conceptually 
replicate past work, and/or include implications, for practice are encouraged. Posters will be presented in the context of 
a 60-minute poster session. The poster session provides a lively forum for discussions among colleagues and interested 
conference attendees. Presenters are responsible for preparing and presenting their posters, and must be present during 
the session. Posters display the essential contents of the project (i.e., abstract, short narrative, enlarged pictures or 
graphics, brief discussion). If accepted, poster presenters will receive additional information on the format, deadlines, 
and other logistics related to the session. 

4. Panel Discussion
A panel discussion is comprised of three to four separate speakers who present a number of perspectives about a  topic 
within suicidology. These speakers may report on original research based on the methodical collection and analysis of 
data or on the application or testing of theory, all organized around a common topic or theme. Panel discussions will be 
scheduled for 60 minutes. Panel discussions do not require the explicit presentation of scientific data, although this is 
encouraged if it fits with the overall purpose and intent of the panel. Panels may also primarily focus on the presentation 
of research methodology and results. Examples of panel discussions include descriptions of program initiatives, clinical 
case presentations or demonstrations, and updates on the status and progress of research projects currently underway. 
First authors will serve as panel moderators, and should devote time in the presentation for audience questions. Panels 
are accepted as submitted. Any changes (e.g., addition, subtraction, or change in authors) must be approved through the 
program committee prior to presentation.



5

Submit online at www.suicidology.org        Deadline: October 31, 2019; 11:59pm PST

 INSTRUCTIONS FOR ENTERING YOUR SUBMISSION ONLINE
Online Submissions Portal - IMPORTANT! - Please read through this section completely
Visit www.suicidology.org and under “Membership” click on “Member Log In”. If you are an AAS member or have an AAS 
account, use your existing user name and password to log in. If you do not remember your username and password, 
there is a tool on the site to help retrieve them. If you do not have an existing account, you will need to create one by 
clicking on “Register Now.”
You will be presented with options and benefits for joining AAS as a member (membership is not a requirement for 
submitting to Call for Papers and does not bear any weight towards your submission). If you do not want to join as a 
member, please chose “Non-Member” among the choices at the bottom of the page. Click “Continue” to complete your 
profile.
Log in, click on the “Annual Conference” tab, then select “Click Here to Begin a New Submission”. You are encouraged 
to save your submission as you work. If the system times out, you will lose any changes you made since your last save. 
Each time you hit “save” be sure you get a message in green text indicating “Saved Successfully.” If you do not, hit “save” 
again.
The following sample outline shows required fields and gives instructions. You are encouraged to click the “Save” button 
frequently at the bottom of each page while filling out the online forms for your presentation. You must save each page 
before clicking on a new tab, and all fields indicated with a red asterisk (*) must be completed in each section. The 
system will time out after 15 minutes of inactivity and unsaved changes will be lost.

GETTING STARTED
1. Log into the Submissions Center. Instructions above.
2. Select “Submit Now”

SUBMITTER INFORMATION
Program Category - See Category Options on Page 2. Select the category from the dropdown menu and then the 
format from the menu that follows.
Author Attending? - Check this box if the person submitting the presentation is attending the conference.

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION
Abstract Title - Please use Title Case versus APA Style
Tracks and Subcategories - See Page 2. Select one track and one or more subcategories which your abstract addresses.
IRB Approval - Research refers to systematic attempts to increase knowledge. If the activity involves human subjects, it 
must have IRB (ethics) approval.
In the Works (Annual Conference Submissions Only) - New for this year, the Program Committee is encouraging 
unfinished works for which audience input, suggestions, and feedback is being sought. 
Abstract - Include Research Aims, Methods, Results, and Conclusions. Do NOT include the title, authors’ names or 
learning objectives in your abstract. 6,500 character limit. You may type directly into this box or cut and paste from 
another program. Limited to 6,500 characters.
Learning Objectives - A minimum of one learning objective is required for papers and posters. Multiple objectives are 
required for panels, workshops, and pre-conference workshops. Learning Objectives must complete this statement 
and begin with a verb: “At the conclusion of this presentation, the participant should be able to: (define, discuss, 
distinguish, formulate, list, summarize, demonstrate, etc.).” Please note: Understand is not an acceptable learning 
objective.
Tools and Techniques - Please provide details on specific tools and teaching techniques you will use to meet the 
learning objectives.
What the Work Adds - Please provide comment on what is unique and/or new about the content submitted.
Equity Statement - You must respond to at least two of three questions:
1. Who or which groups could be negatively impacted by this research / project
2. How does this research / project consider or address inequities?
3. What are the potential unintended consequences of this research / project?
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 INSTRUCTIONS FOR ENTERING YOUR SUBMISSION ONLINE
AUDIOVISUAL EQUIPMENT - All rooms will be set with an LCD Projector Package. You will be asked to indicate any 
additional audiovisual needs, such as a flip chart package and external speakers for computer sound. Microphones 
will only be provided for large rooms at the discretion of the conference coordinator. AAS cannot and will not provide 
laptop computers for use with LCD projectors; presenters must bring their own laptop computers. 

CO-AUTHORS - AAS is using a new abstract management system to integrate with the new AAS database. In order to 
submit an abstract or be included as a co-author ALL presenters and co-authors/co-presenters must have a profile, 
including a bio, set up in the AAS database. You are encouraged to attend to this requirement as soon as possible. It is 
the responsibility of each author and co-author to create an profile and bio. Those with existing profiles will need to add 
a bio in their profile even if they have previously uploaded a bio or CV.
DO NOT submit your abstract until all co-authors have been added, as you will not be able to add them afterwards. 
Each co-author needs to be added individually to the Submission. To add a co-author to your presentation, please do the 
following while in the Co-Authors Section for the specific abstract:

1. Click on “Add Co-Author” button.
2. Search for the presenter by name or email address. If found, click on the name to select. Inidicate if the author 

will be present at the conference and click “Add”. Repeat until all co-authors have been added. 
3. If the presenter’s name is not found, click on the link provided. A pop-up window will contain the instructions to 

notify the missing presenter(s) to create a profile in the AAS database.
4. Your final step is to designate the order in which the names should be listed in the program book. For panels, the 

moderator is listed first.
AUTHOR AND CO-AUTHOR BIO
Author and Co-author bios must be entered into their individual profiles in the AAS Database. Each co-author must 
log into their AAS Profile and complete the biographical field specifically in their Online Profile. The bio needs to be 
completed just once per individual and will remain in that presenter’s profile for any presentation in which he/she may 
be named. Previously uploaded bio or CV attachments do not fulfill this requirement. The bio must be added to the bio 
field specifically.

To add bio:
1. Log into your AAS account
2. Click on “My Profile”
3. Scroll Down to “Additional Information” and the field labeled “Bio”
4. Enter a brief Bio
5. Click “Save Changes” at the bottom of the page

SPEAKER AGREEMENT
You will be asked to read and agree to each item in the Speaker Agreement. See Page 7 for a copy of the agreement.

SPEAKER CONSENT
AAS would like to electronically capture some or all presentations at the Annual Conference. To that end, we are asking 
for presenters’ permission to do so. Granting permission to capture your presentation is completely voluntary, and 
presenters retain all rights to the content of the same.

SAVING YOUR SUBMISSION
Be sure to click on “Save” before exiting the site.

SUBMITTING & EDITING
When you are satisfied with your presentation, and all presentation requirements have been met, you can finalize your 
presentation by selecting “Save and Finalize.” The final deadline for submitting presentations is 11:59 pm Pacific Time on 
October 31, 2019. Late submissions will NOT be accepted. NO EXCEPTIONS.

After you have entered and finalized your submission, a confirmation message will appear on the screen from the online 
system. You will be contacted later in the year by e-mail regarding submission acceptance.
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PRESENTER AGREEMENT

Please read the following carefully. You will be asked to confirm your acceptance of 
these terms during the online submission process.

1. I understand the Program Committee schedules presentations considering many variables 
and that my presentation may be scheduled on any of the three days of the conference, 
including Saturday. I further understand that the committee is under no obligation to 
reschedule my presentation should I make such a request.

2. I agree to present the content as outlined in my submission and not make any changes to 
the presenters without express permission from a member of the Program Committee.

3. I agree to comply with all program-related deadlines provided to me by AAS, including but 
not limited to deadlines for handouts, A/V requests, etc.

4. During my presentation, I will not engage in any type of promotional marketing or selling 
of any product or service.

5. I agree to notify AAS conference coordinator immediately in the event that an emergency 
should prevent me from meeting my obligation as a presenter.

6. To the best of my knowledge, my presentation does not violate any proprietary or 
personal rights of others (including copyright, trademark, and privacy rights), is factually 
accurate, and contains nothing defamatory or otherwise unlawful. I have the full authority 
to enter into this agreement and have obtained all necessary permissions or licenses from 
any individuals or organizations whose material is included or used in my presentation.

7. I authorize AAS to use my name, likeness, photograph, and biographical data in 
connection with the use and promotion of the program.

8. I will be responsible for all travel arrangements and expenses that I incur. I understand 
that I will not receive royalties, honoraria, reimbursement of expenses, or other 
compensation from AAS in connection with the program or the rights granted above.

9. I understand that all presenters must be registered for the conference and pay the 
applicable registration fee.

10.  I understand I will be required to upload a copy of my handouts to a designated portal 
prior to the conference.

By signing this Presenter Letter of Agreement, and based on mutual consideration, I understand 
and agree to the above terms and conditions.

Signature: ________________________________________ Date _________________


